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Paper 4.5
Behavioural Insights Status Report

Question: Should the ExCo approve the Energy Sector Behavioural Insights Platform Annex Status report?

Question: Are there issues that should be escalated to the ExCo video conference, to agree on a process for resolution?
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[bookmark: _Toc34237461]1. Summary
The Energy Sector Behavioural Insights Platform brings together government policy makers and other experts to share knowledge and experiences applying Behavioural Insights to energy policy.

The overall aim of the Annex is to improve the efficacy of demand-side energy policies by ensuring that human behaviour is accounted for at all stages of the policy cycle. 

Phase I of the project (Jan-Dec 2020) includes the following deliverables:

Deliverable 0: Annex management – Day-to-day project management of the work, including planning, staffing, procurement, reporting and communications with national experts and ExCo members.

Deliverable 1.1: Summary briefing note – A two-page brief describing the role of behavioural insights in energy policy, to inform the work of the Global Commission for Urgent Action on Energy Efficiency.

Deliverable 1.2: Environment scanning full report – A report summarising research on where and how countries are using behavioural insights to inform energy policy, including case studies. Primary data will be collected via a survey of global policy makers.

Deliverable 1.3: Environment scan workshop – A workshop to discuss the results of the environment scanning report to be held at a major international energy or behaviour change conference.

Deliverable 1.4: Workshop report and Phase II recommendations – A report summarising discussions at the Environment Scan workshop and making recommendations for the Phase II work programme.
[bookmark: _Toc34237462]2. Emerging key findings
It is still too early to identify any major findings. However, initial desktop research suggests that the application of behavioural insights to energy policy has been mainly restricted to trials, with less evidence of national-level policymakers designing and implementing full-scale policies and programmes based on a foundation of behavioural insights. 
[bookmark: _Toc34237463]3. Progress over the last six months
Deliverable 0: Annex management
Two new staff have been allocated to this project in the IEA Secretariat: 
· Elisabetta Cornago (starting 9 March), formerly of the OECD and lead author of the publication Tackling Environmental Problems with the Help of Behavioural Insights (OECD, 2017). 
· Oliver Carlo, an intern at the IEA for six months, currently studying for a Master's in Urban Sustainability at Glasgow Caledonian University in Scotland.

Canada has officially joined the Annex, represented by Natural Resources Canada.
An online collaboration site has been established for national experts using the Basecamp platform. The site contains key documents, a calendar of events, and discussion forum, and is designed as a tool for national experts to keep abreast of the project and share relevant information on BI. 
Japan’s Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) has been informed about the Annex and is potentially interested to join. METI will be briefed in March, to provide them with more detail on the work and outlining options for participating in the Annex and the TCP.
Deliverable 1.1: Summary briefing note
The first draft has been authored and shared with national experts.
A final version is to be circulated to Commission members in April.
Deliverable 1.2: Environment scanning full report
Work to date has focussed on defining the scope of the environment scan. National experts provided feedback on the scope during the group’s first teleconference in January, informed by a discussion paper outlining the issues, including recommendations for narrowing the scope.
Work has begun on the survey. This has involved compiling a list of BI-informed projects and policies from existing research to help identify a shortlist of countries and institutions to survey. The survey will be discussed at a teleconference in March, to make decisions such as: 
· the number of countries/institutions to be surveyed, 
· how the survey will be conducted (format, length, tools needed, etc),
· data we are hoping to extract from the survey. 
Experts meetings/seminars/conferences held in past six months

Experts meetings
	Date
	Place
	# of Experts
	Type of meeting
	Govern-ment
	Industry
	Academic

	January 2020
	Virtual
	10
	National experts meeting on workplan and scope
	x
	
	x

	March 2020
	Virtual
	10
	National experts meeting on survey
	x
	
	x



Reports produced in the past six months
Discussion paper on scope
Briefing note (see Deliverable 1.1)
[bookmark: _Toc34237464]3. Objectives for the next six months
Deliverable 0: Annex management: 
Develop the online collaboration site further to include more resources and stimulate more discussion between national experts.
Provide more detail on expenditure and staff time to participating countries.
Conduct initial thinking on Phase II of the project, including:
· Determining if the IEA will act as Annex Coordinator in the longer term or seek to hire an Operating Agent.
· Shortlisting potential service providers to develop policy guidance and training products.
Deliverable 1.1: Summary briefing note
Brief circulated to Global Commission members and support provided to members with questions on behavioural insights.
Deliverable 1.2: Environment scanning full report
Survey developed and conducted, with results computed
Drafting and publication of report.
Deliverable 1.3: Environment scan workshop 
Workshop to be held
Experts meetings/seminars/conferences planned in the next six months

Experts meetings
	Date
	Place
	# of Experts
	Type of meeting
	Govern-ment
	Industry
	Academic

	June 2020
	Virtual
	10
	Teleconference to discuss draft report (D1.2)
	x
	
	x

	September 2020
	Virtual
	10
	Teleconference to discuss final report and publishing
	x
	
	x

	September 2020
	Virtual
	10
	Teleconference to discuss workshop (D1.3)
	x
	
	x

	December 2020
	Virtual
	10
	Teleconference to discuss workshop outcomes and Phase II
	x
	
	x



In addition to these scheduled calls, discussion through the online collaboration platform is expected to be ongoing through the year. 

The following conferences have been flagged as potential venues to disseminate information about the Annex, with decisions pending as to whether national experts will attend.

Planned seminars/conferences
	Date
	Place

	June 2020
	OECD/European Commission conference: Behavioural Insights for Better Regulation 

	July 2020
	BX Conference Toronto

	September 2020
	Users TCP Academy webinar

	October 2020
	Innovation for Cool Earth Forum, Tokyo

	December 2020
	BECC Conference, Washington DC



Reports planned for the next six months
See Deliverable 1.2.
[bookmark: _Toc34237465]4. Outreach
See above table on planned seminars/conferences
[bookmark: _Toc34237466]5. Ideas for new work
N/A at this stage. Deliverable 1.4 will contain recommendations for work to take place in Phase II.
[bookmark: _Toc34237467]6. Finance

· Ireland has contributed 100%
· The UK has contributed 100%
· Australia has submitted paperwork to make its contribution.
· Canada, the Netherlands and Switzerland have signalled their intent to contribute.

[bookmark: _Toc34237468]7. Activity time schedule
[bookmark: _Toc34237469][image: ]
8. Matters for the ExCo
Recommend the ExCo:
Approve the Task Status Update Report.
[bookmark: _Toc34237470]9. Participating countries
Australia, Canada, Ireland, United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Switzerland
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ST1: Environment scanning Dates (tbc)

D1.1 Commision brief drafting and review

D1.1 - Commission brief release 30-Mar-20



D1.2-Full report drafting, incl. survey

D1.2 - Review phase

D1.2 - Second round drafing

D1.2 - Finalisation and publication

D1.2-Full report release  29-Sep-20



D1.3-Workshop  09-Nov-20



D1.4-Workshop report 07-Dec-20



Dissemination

Presentation to OECD/EC conference 18-Jun-20



Presentation to BX Toronto 13-Jul-20



Users TCP Academy webinar 10-Sep-20



Presentation to BECC 06-Dec-20



ST2: [tbc]

Key:



2020

Milestone
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