
Welcome to the event:

No infrastructure without people:            
Public Engagement for Europeôs Energy 
Infrastructure



Join  our  
community  of 
practice

Sign up 
here



NO INFRASTRUCTURE WITHOUT 
PEOPLE?

Energy infrastructures are 
critical for a clean, secure and 

competitive Europe

ñSocial gapò between general 
technology acceptance and local 

acceptability of projects

Ą Engagement is critical , but do 

people want to engage with energy 
infrastructures and if so, how?

ñBig aimsò to not automatically 
translate in public support



PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT IN 
EMERGING ENERGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

ü Online survey in the UK, the 
Netherlands, Sweden and Austria

ü Focus: Local infrastructure 
projects of hydrogen, CCUS and 
advanced nuclear within <10km range

ü Engagement forms from being 
informed, consulted to empowered

ü > 2400 respondents (+600 per 
country)



LIVE POLL



HOW MUCH DO PEOPLE KNOW ABOUT 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES?
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V Highest awareness: Renewable 
hydrogen

V Lowest awareness: CCS

V Awareness of hydrogen and CCS was 
broadly similar across countries

V Advanced nuclear showed the 
largest cross - country differences

V Advanced nuclear was the only 
technology with statistically significant 
country differences ὴ Ȣππρ



HOW OPEN ARE PEOPLE TO ENGAGING 
WITH EMERGING ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGIES?

ṉHighest WTE: Renewable hydrogen
ṉLowest WTE : Advanced nuclear

ṉThe UK showed the highest WTE overall
ṉAustria showed the lowest WTE overall

ṉAdvanced nuclear showed the largest 

cross -country differences

ṉSignificant country differences emerged 

for all three technologies (p<.001)
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HOW DO PEOPLE WANT TO ENGAGE WITH 
EMERGING ENERGY TECHNOLOGIES?

V Preference: Consultee Ÿ Co- creator Ÿ Disengaged

V Renewable hydrogen attracts the highest engagement.
V Advanced nuclear attracts the highest disengagement and 

strongest national variation (ȐĮ = 92.85, p < 0.001).
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WHAT FACTORS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH BECOMING 
A CO- CREATOR RATHER THAN REMAINING 
DISENGAGED? HYDROGEN



WHAT FACTORS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH BECOMING 
A CO- CREATOR RATHER THAN REMAINING 
DISENGAGED? CCUS



WHAT FACTORS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH BECOMING 
A CO- CREATOR RATHER THAN REMAINING 
DISENGAGED? ADVANCED NUCLEAR



OVERVIEW OF DISCUSSANTS 



FROM COMMITMENT TO 
ACTION IN ELECTRICITY GRIDS

KEY PROGRESS IN THE PACT FOR 
ENGAGEMENT

Andrzej Ceglarz
Director Energy Systems, Renewables Grid Initiative
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WHO IS RGI?



WHAT IS THE PACT FOR ENGAGEMENT?

Å Launched in 2023 as a part of the EU 
Grids Action Plan



KEY ACTIVITIES

Regular Pact for Engagement Meetings

Development of Ten Guiding Principles for early Public Engagement + 
sharing best practices

Survey on practices of enhanced stakeholder engagement

+riv Øøú

July-Nov 
2024

Jan-Mar 
2025

Energy Infrastructure Forum, Copenhagen+rkb ×øû



LATEST DEVELOPMENTS

2026 Energy Infrastructure Forum, Copenhagen

Launch of the Roadmap Towards Public Engagement Plans



CONCLUSIONS & OUTLOOK

Sectoral agreement and acknowledgment of the need for stakeholder engagement 
and meaningful participation are essential

Need for political and regulatory commitment to achieve progress 

Best practice exchange can inspire others to take actions and avoid common 
mistakes 

Source: Elia Group, 2025

Development of a practical template for Public Engagement Plans

Mapping of roles and responsibilities of different actors involved in electricity grid 
development
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Dr. Andrzej Ceglarz
Director ςEnergy Systems 

RGI social media 
channels:
linktr.ee/ renewablesgrid

RGI website: 
renewables -grid.eu

https://linktr.ee/renewablesgrid
https://linktr.ee/renewablesgrid
https://renewables-grid.eu/
https://renewables-grid.eu/
https://renewables-grid.eu/


PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT WITH UNDERGROUND 
THERMAL ENERGY STORAGE

THE PUSH-IT PROJECT

Dr. Merryn Thomas, Dr. Iain Soutar, Dr. Melanie Rohse, Dr. Madeleine 
Kechagia, Prof. Patrick Devine -Wright and wider team

PUSH-IT is funded by the European Union under the 
Horizon Europe programme (grant no. 1011096566). 
Views and opinions expressed are however those of 
the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those 
of the European Union. Neither the European Union 
nor European Climate, Infrastructure and Environment 
Executive Agency can be held responsible for them.



PILOTINGUNDERGROUNDSTORAGE 
OFHEAT IN GEOTHERMAL RESERVOIRS

Aquifers

Boreholes

Mines

PUSH-IT dedicated societal 
engagement programme

ÅExamine public perceptions: 

ÅSurvey 

ÅFocus groups 

ÅDevelop engagement practice:

ÅRegular meetings 

ÅInterviews and surveys 

ÅEngagement catalogue



CO-CREATED ENGAGEMENT 
CATALOGUE

Å Free resource for engaging communities 
around underground thermal energy 
storage and energy transition

Å Collaboration between members of the 
PUSH-IT consortium and external 
engagement experts

Å Thank you to everyone who contributed 
(full list of acknowledgements inside)



WHAT IS INSIDE?

Practice guidance Engagement formats Hands-on activities

Who? What? When? 
Where? How?

From inspiration to 
collaboration

Subsurface conversations
Kitchen science

Underground creativity
Underground games



PDF Catalogue: https://www.push -it-
thermalstorage.eu/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PUSH-
IT-Engagement-Catalogue.pdf
Low-res Flipbook: 
https://flipbook.so/flip/TU30KlGHN2jVv4lOyRtk

Get in touch: m.j.thomas@exeter.ac.uk

Follow PUSH-IT on LinkedIn: 
www.linkedin.com/company/project -push-it/

THANK YOU
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BUILDING LEGITIMACY 

THROUGH PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT: 

THE CASE OF SMALL MODULAR NUCLEAR REACTORS

TANJA PERKO, Belgian Nuclear ResearchCentre, SCK CEN

tanja.perko@sckcen.be

17 TH OF JUNE, 2026

NO INFRASTRUCTURE WITHOUT PEOPLE: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT FOR EUROPEôSENERGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE (ONLINE) - IEECP

mailto:tanja.perko@sckcen.be
https://ieecp.org/events/no-infrastructure-without-people-public-engagement-for-europes-energy-infrastructure-online/
https://ieecp.org/events/no-infrastructure-without-people-public-engagement-for-europes-energy-infrastructure-online/
https://ieecp.org/events/no-infrastructure-without-people-public-engagement-for-europes-energy-infrastructure-online/
https://ieecp.org/events/no-infrastructure-without-people-public-engagement-for-europes-energy-infrastructure-online/
https://ieecp.org/events/no-infrastructure-without-people-public-engagement-for-europes-energy-infrastructure-online/


Small Modular Nuclear Reactors are 
set to become part of EU policy

Source: https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/nuclear-energy/small-modular-reactors/small-modular-reactors-
explained_en

Not yet in operation in EU ȍĤƫƦțƦōıǇșƙıțĥŷŭŐŮŇ.

S. M. N. R. : 
֙ Small: A fraction of the size of traditional reactors, 

physically- and energetically-speaking

֙ Modular: Including factory-assembled components 

which can be transported

֙ Nuclear Reactors: Utilizing nuclear fission to 

generate heat and therefore produce energy




