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The EmPOWERing All – Just and Inclusive Energy Transitions 
Task is a continuation of what was previously called the Gender 
and Energy Task.  

The Task gathers researchers from the fields of gender and energy into a global network to analyse 
energy policy and technologies from gender perspectives and to provide recommendations for policy and 
technology design and implementation. Our aim is to ensure that intersectional perspectives are applied 
to support participating countries in their efforts to design a more just, efficient, and inclusive energy 
system, and thereby contribute to ongoing energy transitions.

The policy report summarising phase one of this Task points to five main systemic drivers that perpetuate 
user exclusion within the energy system:

  �Lack of equality and diversity in the energy sector.

  ��Lack of nuanced and disaggregated data.

  �User needs are not being considered in technology design.

  �Siloing between energy and the social in energy projects and policy.

  ��Lack of middle actors and institutions between policy makers, utilities and users.

While these challenges are well-documented, research often struggles to keep pace with the rapid 
development of energy transition projects worldwide. The dominant energy systems model is rooted in 
established knowledge systems that frequently exclude diverse perspectives, which can limit innovation. 
A more inclusive, user-centred approach—tailored to specific socio-political contexts—has shown 
promising results in a number of cases. However, large-scale statistical validation remains difficult 
because such approaches are inherently context-specific. This highlights the importance of paying close 
attention to user realities and local conditions when designing new energy solutions, as well as the need 
for mixed methods to ensure high-quality research.

Re-framing just energy transitions
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Reimagining just energy user transitions: 
Prototyping inclusive interventions and technologies
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The current period of energy transitions presents an opportunity for many countries to design energy 
systems that are sustainable, equitable, and adaptable. Cross-regional collaboration and engagement with 
diverse user groups can help integrate technical objectives with local lived experiences. For user inclusion to 
be effective, however, it must go beyond tokenistic participation. Trust-building requires recognising diverse 
forms of expertise and maintaining a genuine commitment to just transitions. Addressing funding disparities 
between social sciences and STEM fields, as well as between high- and low-income countries, is also 
crucial for fostering interdisciplinary learning and enabling locally grounded solutions.

Finally, policy makers seeking to accelerate climate mitigation efforts—while also addressing 
intergenerational fairness and biodiversity loss—should not overlook present-day social justice concerns. 
Ignoring these issues can lead to resistance, lower acceptance of new technologies and policies, and 
even backlash. Recognising social justice as a central consideration in energy transitions is therefore 
essential for creating reforms that are both sustainable and broadly supported.

Building on the insights from phase one, four new subtasks have been formed. Subtask 4,  
The Knowledge Hub Helpdesk, aims to offer the Task’s knowledge bank as a service to  
other TCPs, supporting cross-TCP collaboration and knowledge exchange.

Major achievements during 2025/26 
 �The second phase of the Task was initiated, now called EmPOWERing All -  

Just and Inclusive Energy Transitions.

 �The policy report, Empowering All: Battling exclusion in energy transitions  
summarising the work in Phase 1 was published and available here.  

 �In conjunction with the ExCo meeting in Stockholm in June 2025, the EmPOWERing All Task and  
the Hard to Reach Task jointly arranged the workshop in Kiruna, Sweden A green and just transition in 
Northern Sweden - including diverse voices for energy justice. The workshop included conversations with 
businesses, government agencies and local Sámi communities to discuss how to strengthen democratic 
processes to include marginalised energy users to ensure a more just and green energy transition.

 �We presented our work at RVO, the Netherlands Enterprise Agency, in a webinar for Dutch policymakers.

 �Two abstracts were presented at the BEHAVE conference in Paris; Elevating Indigenous Voices in the 
Just Energy Transition, and Enabling socially just energy communities.

 �Formed a consortium currently pursuing funding to implement a pilot programme of the Solar Mamas 
Initiative of Barefoot College International in Rwanda that integrates gender-responsive energy 
solutions and community capacity-building.

 �Publication of position papers on gender-aware energy policy available here.

 �Policy brief on Gender Just Energy Policy available here.
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https://userstcp.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/USERSTCP-A4-GE-1-260225-final.pdf

