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Public Engagement for Energy Infrastructure Task Phase 2
starts to investigate social acceptance and meaningful engagement
in emerging energy technologies.

Phase 2 examines social acceptance and meaningful public engagement in emerging energy technologies,
including green hydrogen, carbon capture, storage and utilization (CCUS) and advanced nuclear
technologies. While these infrastructures are central to decarbonising energy-intensive sectors, empirical
evidence on the acceptance of concrete projects and preferred engagement formats remains limited.

Building on Phase 1 (renewables and grids), Phase 2 uses primary research to identify effective
engagement strategies. It aims to: (i) synthesise existing evidence on social acceptance and engagement
practices; (ii) compare engagement formats and preferences between renewable and emerging
technologies; and (iii) develop best-practice principles for public engagement across energy
infrastructure projects.

Information and
Communication

Knowledge and /gﬁ
Awareness — Caany —

Trust

Environmental
@% and Social
Benefits

Risk
Perceptions %

Factors Influencing \
. the Social Acceptance
Environmental .
and Climate of Emerging Energy _
Concerns Technologies Experience
and Familiarity
Economic
Opportunities Cost Concerns

. . @ Environmental
Socio-Demographics

and Social Impacts

Key Results from the Literature Review

The Task completed a literature review of 155 sources on social acceptance and public engagement in
hydrogen, carbon capture systems, and advanced nuclear technologies. Key findings include:

> Public engagement is predominantly framed instrumentally, as a tool to secure acceptance rather than
as a deliberative process.

> Acceptance is shaped by interlinked factors, notably trust in developers and authorities, and perceived
risks and uncertainties.

>
S
©
£
£
-
n
=
o
-
ol
2
&
o
n
)

Technology Collaboration Programme

by led



https://userstcp.org/public-engagement-for-energy-infrastructure-task/
https://userstcp.org/public-engagement-task-publishes-review-report-on-social-acceptance-and-public-engagement-in-emerging-energy-infrastructures/

> A clear gap exists between general support for a technology and acceptance of specific local projects,
which tends to be more conditional and contested.

> Strong agreement that procedural justice (i.e., how decisions are made) and distributional justice (i.e.,
considerations of who benefits) are critical elements that enable meaningful engagement.

> Engagement practices are largely limited to information provision, consultation and awareness-raising
(e.g. communication campaigns, surveys). Higher levels of participation, such as co-creation or
participatory planning, remain rare.

> Overall, empirical evidence on when, why and how citizens get involved, and on conditions for local
acceptability of emerging infrastructures, is still limited.

Major achievements during 2025/26

=» The Task started its Phase 2 in October 2025.

=» Engage4energy community of practice officially launched in February 2026.
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